Bacteria Inoculation Procedure
1. Get a clean agar plate.

2. With a permanent marker, draw quadrants on the bottom of the plate.

3. Label the quadrants 1-4, labeling them clockwise.

4. Label each quadrant with the variable you are testing. 

a. Two quadrants will be control quadrants: quadrant 1 will be labeled “negative control” (nothing goes on this) and quadrant 2 will be labeled Q-tip + water
b. Quadrants 3 and 4 are your test quadrants: label these with the surfaces you will be testing.

c. Label your Petri dish with your initials, group # and the date on the bottom.

5. Describe and photograph the surfaces you obtain inoculum from.  How does the surface look?  How does it smell?  (Do not touch the surface, or you will contaminate it with your hands).

6. Get your 3 Q-tips and make sure you do not touch them to any surface before you swab.

7. Swabbing your surfaces:  For each surface, wet your Q-tip slightly by dipping only the end into a beaker/jar of clean water.  Use the swabbing technique discussed in class.
a. For the “water swab” quadrant, swab just the wet Q-tip onto the correct quadrant.

b. For all the other quadrants, swab the moist Q-tip steadily over your chosen surface and then swab the Q-tip over the proper quadrant. (If you are sampling a wet surface you will not need to wet your Q-tip.) Make sure to keep track of which quadrant you should be swabbing!)

8. Dispose of your used Q-tips in the container of disinfectant, in the classroom.

9. When you have completed swabbing all four quadrants, place the top on your dish and record any observations in your data that you think are pertinent to your experiment.

10.  When you have finished your observations, wrap the side of your dish with parafilm.

11. Invert the dish (turn it over so that the agar is on the top), and place it in the incubator, in the classroom.

12. Wash your hands.
