1. Fitness:  The ability of an organism to survive and produce viable offspring in a particular environment; or the reproductive success of an organism in a particular environment.
2. Natural selection: the process by which organisms that are better adapted to their environment survive and reproduce at a higher rate than those that are less adapted, resulting in the survivors’ alleles and characteristics being more common in subsequent generations.

3. Evolution: change over time; descent with modification.

a. microevolution: changes in gene frequency in a population from one generation to the next

b. macroevolution: descent of different species from a common ancestor over many generations.

1. Predation:the act of an organism capturing and feeding on others.

2. Selective predation: a behavior in which a predator attacks only individuals with certain characteristics in a population of potential prey.

3. Species: members of a group that interbreed or potentially interbreed with each other and are reproductively isolated from other groups.

4. Population: a group of individuals of the same species occupying a particular geographic area.

5. Gene pool: All the genes in a population at any given time

6. Mutation: a change in the gene or chromosome of an organism. Can be harmful, beneficial or have no affect.

7. Selection pressure: competition due to overpopulation of a species or environmental factors can lead to selection pressure that causes the organism to change to better fit its environment.

8. Habitat: the specific environment in which an organism lives

