Make a visual presentation: power point, video, or pamphlet that covers all the areas on this form. I’m looking for something that is both informative and a delight to see/read. Big hint: talk to a guide—you will all have one leading your group as well as many in red coats- to find out some great stories and interesting facts! If you need to check facts, much information can be found on the Monterey Bay aquarium website.
Kelp forest:  In the large kelp forest tank, notice that there are only adult fishes. Juvenile forms of these fishes are around the kelp touch pool on the second floor.
What are the advantages/disadvantages of living in the kelp forest?  Take /draw a picture of an organism that is adapted for life in the kelp forest. Label your picture with the name of the organism and where in the kelp forest it lives. What are some of the typical characteristics of a kelp forest habitat? Representative organism.
Interesting fact:

Monterey Bay habitats:  The large 90-foot long tank is typical of a variety of habitats seen in the Monterey bay: deep reef, sandy seafloor, shale reef, and wharf.  On the other side of this area, are smaller versions of these same habitats, allowing you to get closer to organisms that live there.

Deep Reef

The deep reef is characterized by ___________________________________________________________________.

If you were an organism that lived in this area, what would be some important adaptations you would need in order to survive? List an organism that shows these characteristics.
Interesting fact:

Sandy seafloor and shale reef use the 90-foot long tank and the smaller areas to answer the following.

Choose three organisms from this area (must have one from sandy seafloor, and from shale reef) and draw/take picture of them. Label each picture with its name. Compare and contrast adaptations these organisms have in order to survive in their respective areas.

Wharf Pilings: This unique habitat has a vertical stratification of the organisms living there. Amount of light and amount of time spent in the water are both determining factors for species that live here.

Look closely. Do you see more animals or algae living on the wharf piling? Why do you think that is? Take/draw a picture of the most abundant animal on the wharf pilings. What are some reasons that animal might be so abundant?

Interesting fact: Many man made debris/garbage in the ocean, may be used as artificial homes. In your opinion, should man-made structures be allowed to remain in the ocean? Why or why not?
 Water column:  

What does it mean to live in a three dimensional world?  What do you notice about the animals that inhabit this region?  What characteristics might help them protect themselves from predation?  What are some challenges this vertical column of water, sometimes reaching great depths (1000 ft or more)  might provide to an animal living here?  Do you notice differences in shape, color, eye position etc. on the organisms that inhabit this water column from bottom to the top?

Take/draw a picture of the typical animals you see and describe where you found them.  How do their physical characteristics help them live and thrive in this environment?

The Rocky Shore/touch pool
What are the factors that shape the animals in this habitat?

Take /draw a picture of an animal living in the high tide zone (a zone most often exposed to air)

Caption for your picture: 1) the animal’s name, 2) one body part or behavior that helps this animal survive the challenge
Take /draw a picture of an animal living in the low tide zone (a zone most often covered by water)

Caption for your picture: 1) the animal’s name, 2) one body part of behavior that helps this animal survive the challenge

Interesting fact for this area:

Open Deck: 

Look out across the bay.  Do you see kelp everywhere?  What does kelp require in order to grow? How might this affect where you see it in the bay? Why is kelp so important to the health of Monterey bay? How do sea otters embody an organism well adapted for this area?  
Interesting fact for this area:
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