In this activity, you will get a “visual” for how big various metric measurements actually are.
To Do:

1) Use the appropriate tool to measure the following things:

a) the edge of a dime

b) the width of a paper clip

c) the length of a brand new crayon

d) the height of the doorknob from the floor

e) the length of 5 city blocks ( a standard size city block is approximately 1/8 mile or 201m)

When you finish the above activity, you should have a visual idea of how much a mm, cm, dm, m and km looks like.  Now it is your turn. Find another example of each of those units. List what you found and what it’s approximate metric measurement is.

Questions

1. What unit of measurement should you use to find:

a) how tall your room is

b) the distance to the North Pole

c) The length of a playground

d) The height of a box of cereal

e) The width of a fingernail

f) How wide someone’s smile is

g) How fast a car travels

To Do;

Use the appropriate tool to measure the following:

a) 20 drops of water

b) 1 teaspoon of water is how many ml

c) How many ml in 1 cup of water

You should now have a visual for what one ml of water looks like and how many ml of water are in a teaspoon.

Question:

How many ml of water are in 1 liter of water?  Give an example of something that is measured in liters.

To Do:

Use the appropriate tool to measure the mass of the following:

a) a paperclip

b) a washer

c) 1 ml of water

Questions:

How many ml of water is needed to weigh 1 kg?

What is the best unit of measurement to find the mass of the following:

a) a penny

b) a needle

c) marble

d) pencil

e) your science textbook

